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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

INTERLEAVER USING SPATIAL 
BIREFRINGENT ELEMENTS 
[0084] An interleaver has an input polarization beam displacer, a birefringent filter 
assembly in optical communication with the input polarization beam displacer, a first 
output polarization beam displacer in optical communication with the birefringent filter 
assembly and a second output polarization beam displacer optical communication with 
the first output polarization beam displacer. The birefringent filter assembly preferably 
comprises at least one birefringent filter stage, wherein each birefringent filter stage 
comprises a first filter polarization beam displacer, a second filter polarization beam 
displacer and at least one reflector configured so as to direct light from first filter 
polarization beam displacer to the second filter of polarization beam displacer. 
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